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SERFS, a term applied to a class of
laborers existing under the feudal system,
whose condition, though not exactly that of
slavery, was little removed from it. Under
feudalism, from the vassals of the king down-
ward, the whole community was subject to
certain degrees of servitude, and it was only
on condition of specific services to be rendered
to his superior that any individual held his
land. In the case of the lower classes this
servitude amounted almost to complete sur-
render of personal liberty. There were two
classes of laborers, the villeins and the serfs
proper, the former occupying a middle posi-
tion between the serfs and the freemen. A
serf could not be sold, but eould be trans-
ferred along with the property to which he
was at tad led. A serf could obtain his free-
dom by purchase, by residing for a year and
a day in a borough or by military service.
By these various means the serf population
gradually decreased, and in most parts of
the Continent had disappeared by the fif-
teenth century, Serfdom in England and
Scotland was extinguished very gradually,
existing almost in its original form as late
as 1574; and even in the eighteenth century
a species of serfdom existed among Scottish
miners. Serfdom in Russia did not originate
in feudalism, but in royal enactment; it was
abolished by a manifesto of Alexander II,
on March 17, 1861.
SER0EAHT, sahi'jent, in a military com-
pany or in a marine corps, the highest non-
commissioned officer, ranking above a cor-
poral. He is below a second-lieutenant, who
is the lowest commissioned officer. The top
sergeant, or sergeant-major, ranks in author-
ity over all other sergeants in a company.
SEBGEANT-AT-ABMS, an officer of a
legislative body or of any deliberative assem-
bly. His duty is to execute the orders of
its officers and to preserve order. In legis-
lative bodies the mace (which see) is the
emblem of his authority.
SEMNACHJR, serefmgur, or SRINA-
GAR, india, capital of Kashmir, situated in
the Kashmir valley, on both banks of the
Jhelam River, 170 miles northeast of Lahore.
It is an exceedingly picturesque town when
seen from a distance, but the streets are
narrow aad dirty and contain but little of
interest. In the environs are beautiful gar-
dens, and also the lake made famous by
Moore m his Lalfa EooWi, The chief in-
dustries &re the manufacture of shawls and
 rugs, the production of attar of roses and
the making of silver articles. Population.
1931, 173,649.
SEROUS MEMBRANES, certain double
membranes in the human body, as the pleura,
the pericardium and the peritoneum, which
form a sort of closed sac surrounding certain
organs, the interior surfaces of the sac
secreting a small quantity of serous fluid.
Serous membranes line cavities not exposed
to the air. Their chief function is to allow
free action to the organs and prevent the
injurious effects of friction. The synovia!
membranes of the joints belong to this class.
These membranes are subject to various dis-
eases. See pleurisy.
SERPENT.    See snake.
SERPENT CHARMING, a so-called art
of great antiquity, confined in practice to
Egypt and the East. Although it is a com-
mon practice of the charmer to extract the
fangs before exhibiting the snakes, this is
not always done. The instrument usually
employed in serpent charming is a kind of
pipe, which is varied by whistling and the
use of the voice. The effect of this medley
of sounds is to entice the serpents from
their holes so they may be pinned to the
ground with a forked stick. In India and
other Eastern countries the art of serpent
charming is an hereditary profession. In
addition to the evident power music has upon
the serpents, they appear to be influenced
in a marked degree by the eye of the charmer,
who controls them merely by fixing his gaze
upon them.
SERPENTINE, swfpentw, a rock com-
posed of magnesia, silica and water, ranging
in color through varying shades of green to
red, yellow or brown. It takes its name from
its mottled-green appearance, which was
formerly supposed to resemble the skin of
some serpents. Much of serpentine is veined
or spotted with streaks of white; these va-
rieties are known in the United States as
verde antique marble. Serpentine takes a
high polish and is quite extensively used in
finishing for the interiors of public build-
ings, It is not a good stone for exteriors,
because it contains more or less iron, which,
on weathering, discolors the stone. It is
found in Switzerland, Italy and a num-
ber of localities in the United States.
SE'RUM THER'APY, the treatment of
disease by means of blood serum, containing
germs which by creating antitoxins in the

